A Fiord Adventure in Norway

8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS— GROUP TRAVEL

SUGGESTED ITINERARY — CAN BE CUSTOMIZED

Groups in search of the world’s most extraordinary natural landscapes need look no further

than Norway. Home to magnificent glaciers, glimmering lakes, dramatic fjords and

thundering waterfalls, vacationers to Norway can expect to experience a sliver of paradise

on Earth. This itinerary was crafted to show your group Norway’s most beautiful spots.

Scenic railways, funiculars, ferries and private coaching make it comfortable and relaxing to

enjoy the out-of-this-world scenery.

DAY | ~ ARRIVAL IN
OoSLO

Welcome to Norway! An

R assistant will greet your
group inside the arrivals hall of Oslo’s
Gardermoen Airport and lead it to a private
coach, which will take you directly to your
hotel in Oslo. Should your group arrive
before the hotel’s official check-in time
(generally 3:00 pm), please feel free to
store baggage with the reception staff so
that you can begin visiting this wonderful
city. Asitis your arrival day and you are
most likely still adjusting to the time
change, we have left this day fairly free.
However, if you feel up to it, we suggest
you get out there and begin your
sightseeing in Oslo! Consider a stroll
through the harbor, or pay a visit to one of
the many excellent museums located on
Oslo’s Bygdgy peninsula. We recommend
either touring the Viking Ship Museum,
which houses the world’s best-preserved
Viking vessels, or visiting the open-air Norsk
Folk museum, whose impressive collection
of historical and cultural structures includes
the 800-year-old Gol Stave Church.

This evening there will be a group welcome
dinner in the hotel’s restaurant.

-,

44 DAY 2 ~ OSLO -
{ LILLEHAMMER

s After breakfast and check-
AT 48 out, a local guide will lead
your group on a panoramic city tour to see

the main sights of Oslo including the
Akershus Fortress, the City Hall, the Royal
Palace, Parliament and the Opera House.
You will then travel west of the city to visit
the Vigeland Sculpture Park, which is home
to over 200 stone, bronze and cast-iron
figural sculptures made by the Norwegian
artist Gustav Vigeland. During your tour
you will also travel up to the Holmenkollen
Ski Jump to visit the Ski Museum. At the
end of the tour, your group will depart Oslo
and travel north to the cozy resort town of
Lillehammer, which hosted the Winter
Olympics in 1994.

Upon arrival to the hotel in Lillehammer,
check-in and enjoy the remainder of the

day at leisure.

" LILLEHAMMER -
RAUMA RAILWAY -

After breakfast and check-out, your group
will board its private coach and drive north
through the Gudbrandsdalen Valley, past

INCLUSIONS

Accommodations: Oslo
2 nights, Lillehammer |
night, Alesund | night,
Skei | night, Bergen |
night, Ulvik | night
Meals: Continental
breakfast daily, lunch
and dinner as noted in
itinerary
Air-conditioned, private
coaching
English-speaking
assistants and guides
Admission tickets and
train passages as
outlined in the itinerary

HIGHLIGHTS

See Vgringfossen, the
most famous waterfall
in Norway

Travel on two of
Norway’s best scenic
trains: Rauma Railway
and the Flam Railway
Stroll through Bergen’s
medieval wharf, a
UNESCO World
Heritage Site

Visit Oslo’s Vigeland
Sculpture Park

See Briksdal Glacier
inside Jostedalsbreen
National Park

Cruise down the
Geiranger Fjord, a
UNESCO World
Heritage Site

Travel along the
“Trollstigen” road



fast-flowing rivers and scenic waterfalls to
the town of Dombas. Prepare yourself for
a real treat as you board Norway’s famed
Rauma Railway, whose 70-mile route takes
1 hour and 40 minutes. Enjoy this unique
opportunity to experience one of the most
spectacularly-scenic landscapes in Norway.
After arriving to the town of Andalsnes,
travel along the “Trollstigen” road to the
seaside town of Alesund. This steep
mountain road, with its series of hairpin
bends, takes its name from the ancient
Norwegian sagas and today is one of
Norway's most popular tourist attractions.

Upon arrival to the hotel in Alesund, check-
in and enjoy an evening at leisure.

DAY 4 ~ ALESUND -

After breakfast and check-out, your group
will board its private coach and travel south
to the port of Hellesylt to embark on a 2-
hour fjord cruise to the Geirangerfjord. An
official UNESCO World Heritage Natural
Site, the Geiranger Fjord is considered to
be the most beautiful fjord in Norway (if
not the world). During the cruise you will
see several spectacular waterfalls, including
the Seven Sisters and the Bridal Veil. From
there your group will continue to the
Briksdal Glacier, which forms part of the
Jostedalsbreen Glacier National Park; the
home of the largest glacier in continental
Europe. After visiting the park, your group
will proceed to tonight’s hotel located in
the nearby village of Skei.

After check-in and time to freshen up, you
and your fellow group members will dine
together in the hotel’s restaurant.

DAY 5 ~FLAAM
RAILWAY - BERGEN

8l After breakfast and check-

= out, your group will board
its private coach and travel past Fjaerland

and Laerdal to Sognefjord, the largest fjord
in Norway. In the village of Flaam (also
spelled FIam) your group will board the
world-famous Flam Railway. This scenic
Norwegian railway represents a remarkable
feat of engineering. Prepare yourself for
some out-of-this-world views of the Flam
Valley complemented by the sound of
tumbling waterfalls. After arriving to
Myrdal Station, your group will change
trains, drive to Voss, re-board the private
coach and continue to Bergen, the second-
largest city in Norway.

Upon arrival to the hotel in Bergen, check-
in and enjoy an evening at leisure.

DAY 6 ~ BERGEN -
HARDANGERFJORD -
— ULVIK

After breakfast and check-
out, a local guide will meet your group in
the lobby and lead it on a city tour of
Bergen by private coach beginning with a
visit inside Troldhaugen, the home of
Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg.
Afterwards return to the city center for the
walking portion of the tour which will
feature Bryggen Wharf, a row of vibrant,
wooden buildings that formed a merchant
district during the Middle Ages, when
Bergen was a trading post of the Hanseatic
League. Today Bergen’s Old Wharf is an
official UNESCO World Heritage Site. After
visiting this historic Norwegian quay, your
group will catch the Flgyen Funicular
(Flgibanen) to travel to the summit of
Mount Flgien (also spelled “Flgyen”), one
of the seven mountains of Bergen. Once
you reach the top, enjoy superb views of
the city below. After returning to Bergen’s
city center, re-board your coach and head
east along the beautiful Hardangerfjord,
the second-largest fjord in Norway. This
region has been dubbed the “orchard of
Norway” because of its abundance of fruit
trees. Tonight your group will have dinner
and sleep at a hotel in the scenic village of




Why Should You
Encourage Your
Travel Agent to

Book Your Group
Through Us?

Ease of Use

Experience

Flexibility

Peace of Mind

Ulvik.

-

e DAY 7 ~ ULVIK - OSLO
q% After breakfast and check-
' out, depart Ulvik and travel
.‘ by private coach to Eidfjord
through the Mabodalen Valley (also spelled
Mabgdal). En-route your group will catch a
ferry to cross the Hardangerfjord, and soon
after see the remarkably-beautiful
Voeringsfossen (also spelled Vgringfossen),
the most famous waterfall in Norway.
After a photo stop your group will travel
east back to Oslo, passing some
unforgettable scenery along the way
including the Hardangervidda plateau,
Geilo (a popular winter resort located in
the scenic Valley of Hallingdal), Lake
Krgderen, Tyrifjorden (Lake Tyri), and the
town of Hgnefoss.

Upon arrival to the hotel in central Oslo,
your group will check-in and have time to
freshen up before tonight’s farewell dinner

in the hotel’s restaurant. (Note: groups
with very early-morning departure flights
may consider overnighting at a hotel
located nearer to Oslo’s Gardermoen
Airport.)

| DAY 8 ~ DEPART

; After breakfast and check-
out, your group will travel

to Oslo’s Gardermoen Airport by private

coach.

WHY TRAVEL WITH US?

Whether it is taking a family trip to Paris, an
educational group to Barcelona, or a church
group to Rome we can build an affordable,
European trip tailored to your interests.
From single city itineraries to multiple cities
and countries, your travel agent will work
with us to create custom tours for groups
of 10 to 500 people.

We Make It Easy - We provide a quick
turnaround on custom quotes. Multi-city
and multi-country itineraries are our
specialty. In addition, we can help organize
signup deadlines, travel documents and
payments.

Experience - Europe Express has
managed over 6,000 custom group trips
since 1990. We provide expert guides and
high quality travel products.

Flexibility - We work with your travel
agent to create a tailor-made trip to
accommodate your interests, booking
whatever combination of travel services fit
your plans and budget, including airfare,
hotel, rail, transfers, sightseeing and more.

Peace Of Mind - Dedicated local ground
support means that there is always
someone available to help you. Relax
knowing that your trip is backed by our
commitment to offer world-class quality of
service.

Contact your travel agent today for a
customized itinerary and group quote.

7’

' For information and reservations,
please see your professional travel
agent
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