London & Brussels

7 DAYS/6 NIGHTS -

GROUP TRAVEL

SUGGESTED ITINERARY-CAN BE CUSTOMIZED

This vacation itinerary allows your group to experience two distinctly different European
capital cities and their respective charms. As the capital city of England and the United
Kingdom, London oozes culture, cosmopolitanism and fascinating history. Home to some of
the world’s best museums, a fantastic theatre scene, and beautiful city parks — some of
history’s best characters called London home — including Charlie Chaplin, Alfred Hitchcock,
Queen Elizabeth |, Geoffrey Chaucer, John Keats, Lord Byron, Thomas Becket and Virginia
Wolff to name a few. As the capital of Belgium and the unofficial capital of the European
Union, Brussels houses a remarkable mix of cultures. While the majority of its residents
speak French, visitors to Brussels will also encounter many Flemish (Dutch) speakers. And —
due to Brussels’ international presence, you’ll hear a lot of English spoken here as well. Its
terrific mix of cultures, rich heritage, excellent museums, green parks and exceptionally
tasty food are just a few reasons to spend some time enjoying Brussels. As part of this
itinerary, the group will also experience the Flemish Region of Belgium (Flanders) with day

trips to Ghent & Bruges.

DAY | ~ ARRIVAL IN
LONDON

Arrival to London, England.

Upon arrival meet a local
guide in the terminal’s arrivals hall and
board a private coach for a panoramic city
tour of London’s best sites en route to the
hotel. See St. Paul’s Cathedral, Big Ben,
Parliament, Westminster Abbey,
Buckingham Palace and more. Once the
tour finishes at the hotel, group members
will have free time to check in and fresh up
before dining together in the hotel this

evening.

DAY 2 ~LONDON

After breakfast in the hotel,
the group will travel by

i private coach with a local
guide to the fascinating Tower of London
for a guided tour. The Tower’s origins date
back to the 11th century, and today it is an
official UNESCO World Heritage Site. See
the Crown Jewels, which have been on

display here since the 17th century. The
Tower was the site of the executions of
Anne Boleyn, Lady Jane Grey, Margaret
Pole and many others. After the tour, the
group will have free time for lunch.
Consider fish & chips or a steak & kidney
pie at a local pub. After lunch, the group
will walk down to the Tower Pier on the
River Thames. (This is how prisoners were
traditionally bought into the Tower) for a
cruise down to Westminster Pier. The
private coach will pick the group up at the
pier and return it to the hotel. The
remainder of the afternoon is free. London
has an excellent theatre scene, and this
evening the group will attend a theatre

performance.
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3 | After breakfast in the hotel,
the group will have a

q

g guided tour of one of
London'’s terrific museums. Choose for
example between the Victoria & Albert

INCLUSIONS

3 nights in London
3 nights in Brussels
Breakfast daily

Lunch and dinner
per itinerary

Ground transport via
air conditioned
luxury coach

English speaking
assistant and guides

Admission tickets as
outlined in itinerary

HIGHLIGHTS

Panoramic tour of
London’s top
monuments

Guided tour of the
Tower of London +
guided tour of a
London museum

Cruise down the
River Thames

Guided city tour of
Brussels including
brewery visit

Excursions to Ghent
& Bruges

Canal cruise in
Bruges
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Museum (art & design), the British
Museum (antiquities), Shakespeare’s Globe
Exhibition, the National Portrait Gallery or
the Tate Modern (contemporary art).
(Note: Group will need to decide on

selected museum before departing the US).

Once the museum tour has finished, the
group has free time to have lunch, shop
and relax. This afternoon your group will
enjoy a traditional afternoon tea. Your last
evening in London is free.

DAY 4 ~ BRUSSELS

After breakfast and check-
out, the group will transfer

by private coach to the
station. Travel first class by train on the
Eurostar to Brussels, the capital of Belgium.
As the train pulls into the station, a local
guide will meet your group on the platform
and lead it to the hotel by private coach.
Even though the group’s rooms will most
likely not be ready this early, group
members can store baggage with the
hotel’s reception staff before setting off on
an exciting city tour of Brussels. Thisis a
city of contrasts. One district of Brussels is
home to major European organizations and
governing bodies like the European
Commission, the European Parliament,
NATO and many others. However, it also
contains a very historic city center and
neighborhoods that have maintained
traditional architecture and a slower pace.
During the tour your group will visit one of
Europe’s most beautiful squares, the Grand
Place, which is home to the medieval Town
Hall. The tour will finish also feature a tour
and tasting at the Cantillon Brewery, which
has been brewing beer since the 1800s. As
a country, in addition to chocolate -
Belgium produces some of the finest beer
in the world. The tour will finish at the
hotel where there will be time to check in
and fresh up before the group goes to a
local restaurant for dinner.

DAY 5 ~ BRUSSELS

After breakfast in the hotel,
| the group has the morning

| at leisure to explore
Brussels. This city has an amazing variety
of museums, churches, green parks (and
chocolate shops). After the group
members have had lunch on their own,
they will all reunite in the hotel lobby for an
afternoon excursion by private coach to the
historic city of Ghent. During the walking
tour, the group will see St. Bavo's
Cathedral, the gothic Cloth Hall and Belfry
tower, Friday Market Square, Groot
Kanonplein Square, and the streets of
Graslei and Korenlei whose historic houses
line Ghent’s canals. After the tour, the
group will return to the hotel in Brussels by
private coach. A group dinner is not
scheduled tonight, so group members can
go out and individually explore Brussels’
superb foodie scene.

DAY 6 ~ BRUSSELS

& After breakfast in the hotel,
today the group will travel
by private coach to one of
Belgium’s best loved cities, Bruges, the
capital of West Flanders. The entire city
center of this Dutch-speaking city is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Upon arrival
to Bruges, the group will meet a local guide
who will lead it on a walking tour of this
especially beautiful city, which is often
called the “Venice of the North.” In
addition to exploring its cobblestone
streets and medieval quarters, the group
will take a boat cruise to experience
Bruges’ picturesque canals (note: the
cruises understandably do not operate
during the winter months). During the visit
to Bruges, there will be free time for lunch
and shopping before all group members
meet back up with the local guide who will
accompany the group back to its private
coach. After boarding the coach, the group
will return to the hotel in Brussels. After




freshening up, the group will dine together
in a local restaurant on its last evening in

- out, the group will travel to
~x the airport for its return

Why Should You
Encourage Your
Travel Agent to

Book Your Group
Through Us?

Ease of Use

Experience

Flexibility

Peace of Mind
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WHY TRAVEL WITH US?

Whether it is taking a family trip to Paris, an
educational group to Barcelona, or a church
group to Rome we can build an affordable,
European trip tailored to your interests.
From single city itineraries to multiple cities
and countries, your travel agent will work
with us to create custom tours for groups of
10 to 500 people.

We Make It Easy - We provide a quick
turnaround on custom quotes. Multi-city
and multi-country itineraries are our spe-
cialty. In addition, we can help organize
signup deadlines, travel documents and

payments.

Experience - Europe Express has managed
over 6,000 custom group trips since 1990.
We provide expert guides and high quality

travel products.

Flexibility - We work with your travel
agent to create a tailor-made trip to ac-
commodate your interests, booking what-
ever combination of travel services fit your
plans and budget, including airfare, hotels,

rail, transfers, sightseeing and more.

Peace of Mind - Dedicated local ground
support means that there is always some-
one available to help you. Relax knowing
that your trip is backed by our commitment

to offer world-class quality of service.

Contact your travel agent today for a cus-

tomized itinerary and group quote!

For information and reservations, please see your professional travel agent




